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PERCEIVING OTHER MINDS

A solution from psychology: 
We perceive them!

An epistemological problem: 
We don’t have direct access to other minds
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INNATENESS

Johnson et al., 1991
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INNATENESS

Sugita, 2008

Control adult monkeys

Face-deprivation
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PAREIDOLIA

Takahashi et al., 2015
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FACIAL ANIMACY

Looser & Wheatley, 2010



Kobayashi & Kohshima, 1997; 2010



Kobayashi & Hashiya, 2011

EYE MORPHOLOGY

Width/height ratio [WHR]
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Johansson, 1973

BIOLOGICAL MOTION



RECOGNISING PEOPLE

Loula et al., 2005
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BIOLOGICAL MOTION

Kramer  et al., 2010





Courtesy of Brian Scholl



Courtesy of Brian Scholl



Courtesy of Brian Scholl



Scholl & Gao, 2013

‘PERCEPTUAL’ ANIMACY
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…the visual roots of social cognition!
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BELIEFS ABOUT MINDS

Gray et al., 2007



MENTAL STATE ATTRIBUTIONS

Colombatto & Fleming, 2023



Dimensions of  
social perception

Gray et al., 2007
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Zhao & Malle, 2022

PERSPECTIVE TAKING



Zhao & Malle, 2022

‘MERE APPEARANCE’
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EXPERIENCE WITH CHATS

Jacobs, Pazhoohi, & Kingstone, 2024



Gnewuch et al., 2023

BEHAVIOURAL MARKERS
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TRUSTING MINDS

Different dimensions of mind perception 
have differential impacts on trust

An interplay of prior beliefs & 
behavioural cues
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THANK YOU!

Vision and  
Cognition Lab

https://colombattolab.com/


