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Consent Form
Project Title:
A Study of the Effectiveness of Brainstorming
Student Investigator:
Ali Niknafs, School of Computer Science, 
aniknafs@uwaterloo.ca
Faculty Advisor:
Dr. Daniel Berry, School of Computer Science, dberry@uwaterloo.ca

Study Purpose:

The goal of this research is to empirically study the effectiveness of brainstorming in requirements elicitation. 

The research will be conducted in the context of a small requirements elicitation session. In this study you will participate in a brainstorming activity to generate the requirements for a computer-based system.
Study Procedures:

The study takes place during one session of 1 hour and 30 minutes. During the first hour, you will be asked to sign a consent form, to write the Williams Creativity Test, and then hear a description of a computer-based system (CBS). The goal of the creativity test is to help the investigator to explain and analyze the outcomes of the brainstorming session. The goal of hearing the description of a CBS is to acquaint you with the system you will be brainstorming about.

In the last 30 minutes, you will be put in a team that will participate in a brainstorming session to generate requirements for the CBS. 

This study will take approximately 90 minutes of your time.

Risks and Benefits to the Participant:

There are no known or anticipated risks to participation in this study. Your participation in the research will significantly contribute to the body of knowledge in requirements engineering. Your time and effort will help to further mature the field of requirements engineering. At the end of the study, you will be provided with a summary of the findings if you provide your e-mail address on the consent form. You may benefit from being exposed to new techniques in requirements elicitation that you will be able to use effectively in your professional career.
Participant's Right to Withdraw from the Study:

You have the right to refuse to participate or to withdraw at any time, without penalty. 

Remuneration to the Participant:

You will be paid an honorarium of $30 for the approximate 90 minutes for participating. 

Confidentiality and Privacy:

All data collected will be regarded as confidential, and every effort will be made to ensure that you will not be identified either directly or indirectly in either verbal or written reports. 
Once the data are logged, each name will be replaced by a unique number in the data and the relationship between the number and the name will not be recorded. 
Then the original data will be shredded. The information will be kept in a locked desk in the principal investigator's office, and in password-protected computer accounts. Paper records will be confidentially shredded after one month. Anonymized electronic data will be kept indefinitely.
Report of results

You may receive a copy of the report describing the results. To receive a copy, please fill in your e-mail address below your signature on the consent form. 

Contact information and Ethics Clearance for the study 
If you have any questions regarding this study, or would like additional information to assist you in reaching a decision about participation, please contact me at (519) 888-4567 Ext. 32988 or by e-mail at aniknafs@uwaterloo.ca or by contacting Dr. Berry at dberry@uwaterloo.ca.
I would like to assure you that this study has been reviewed and received ethics clearance through the Office of Research Ethics at the University of Waterloo. However, the final decision about participation is yours. If you have any comments or concerns resulting from your participation in this study, please contact Dr. Susan Sykes of this office at (519) 888-4567 Ext. 36005 or ssykes@uwaterloo.ca.

Consent of Participant:

I have read the information presented in the information letter about a study being conducted by Ali Niknafs and Dr. Daniel Berry of the School of Computer Science at the University of Waterloo. I have had the opportunity to ask any questions related to this study, to receive satisfactory answers to my questions, and any additional details I wanted. I am aware that I may withdraw from the study without penalty at any time by advising the researchers of this decision.

This project has been reviewed by, and received ethics clearance through, the Office of Research Ethics at the University of Waterloo. I was informed that if I have any comments or concerns resulting from my participation in this study, I may contact the Director, Office of Research Ethics at 519-888-4567 ext. 36005 or ssykes@uwaterloo.ca.

With full knowledge of all foregoing, I agree, of my own free will, to participate in this study.
Participant’s Print Name:   ____________________________________________
Participant's Signature: __________________________ 
Dated at Waterloo, Ontario: ______________________

              
Witness's Signature: _____________________________ 
     Dated at Waterloo Ontario: ________________________

E-mail address to be sent a copy of results report: _________________________

