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Torah Reading for Bereishit

SELECT APORTION:

2nd 3rd 4th 5th  6th 7th Haftarah &= Complete

Genesis Chapter 1 Hide Rashi's Commentary

1. In the beginning of God's creation of the heavens and
the earth.
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In the beginning: Said Rabbi Isaac: It was not necessary to begin
the Torah except from “This month is to you,” (Exod. 12:2) which is
the first commandment that the Israelites were commanded, (for
the main purpose of the Torah is its commandments, and although
several commandments are found in Genesis, e.g., circumcision
and the prohibition of eating the thigh sinew, they could have been
included together with the other commandments). Now for what
reason did He commence with “In the beginning?” Because of [the
verse] “The strength of His works He related to His people, to give
them the inheritance of the nations” (Ps. 111:6). For if the nations of
the world should say to Israel, “You are robbers, for you conquered
by force the lands of the seven nations [of Canaan],” they will reply,
"The entire earth belongs to the Holy One, blessed be He; He
created it (this we learn from the story of the Creation) and gave it
to whomever He deemed proper When He wished, He gave it to
them, and when He wished, He took it away from them and gave it
to us.

In the beginning of God’s creation of: Heb. x1a n'wx1a. This
verse calls for a midrashic interpretation [because according to its
simple interpretation, the vowelization of the word X123, should be
different, as Rashi explains further]. It teaches us that the sequence
of the Creation as written is impossible, as is written immediately
below] as our Rabbis stated (Letters of R. Akiva , letter “beth” ;
Gen. Rabbah 1:6; Lev. Rabbah 36:4): [God created the world] for
the sake of the Torah, which is called (Prov. 8:22): “the beginning of
His way,” and for the sake of Israel, who are called (Jer. 2:3) “the
first of His grain.” But if you wish to explain it according to its simple
meaning, explain it thus: “At the beginning of the creation of heaven
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and earth, the earth was astonishing with emptiness, and
darkness...and God said, ‘Let there be light.” But Scripture did not
come to teach the sequence of the Creation, to say that these
came first, for if it came to teach this, it should have written:“At first
(miwixn2a) He created the heavens and the earth,” for there is no
n'ix1 in Scripture that is not connected to the following word, [i.e.,
in the construct state] like (ibid. 27:1):“In the beginning of (n'wx12) the
reign of Jehoiakim” ; (below 10:10)“the beginning of (n'wixn)

his reign” ; (Deut. 18:4)“the first (n'wix1) of your corn.” Here too, you
say D'n'7x X2 N'WiR, like X2 n'winda, in the beginning of creating.
And similar to this is,“At the beginning of the Lord’s speaking (127)
to Hosea,” (Hos. 1:2), i.e., at the beginning of the speaking (in1aT)
of the Holy One, Blessed be He, to Hosea, “the Lord said to

Hosea, etc.” Now if you say that it came to teach that these (i.e.,
heaven and earth) were created first, and that its meaning is: In the
beginning of all, He created these-and that there are elliptical
verses that omit one word, like (Job 3:10): “For [He] did not shut the
doors of my [mother’s] womb,” and it does not explain who it was
who shut [the womb]; and like (Isa. 8:4): “he will carry off the wealth
of Damascus,” and it does not explain who will carry it off; and like
(Amos 6:12): “or will one plow with cattle,” and it does not explain:
“if a man will plow with cattle” ; and like (Isa. 46: 10): “telling the end
from the beginning,” and it does not explain that [it means] telling
the end of a matter from the beginning of a matter-if so, [if you say
that Scripture indicates the order of creation] be astounded at
yourself, for the water preceded, as it is written: “and the spirit of
God hovered over the face of the water,” and Scripture did not yet
disclose when the creation of water took place! From this you learn
that the water preceded the earth. Moreover, the heavens were
created from fire and water. Perforce, you must admit that Scripture
did not teach us anything about the sequence of the earlier and the
later [acts of creation].

God'’s creation of the heavens and the earth: But it does not say
“of the Lord’s creation of” (i.e., it should say “of the Lord God’s
creation of” as below 2:4 “on the day that the Lord God made earth
and heaven”) for in the beginning it was His intention to create it
with the Divine Standard of Justice, but he perceived that the world
would not endure; so He preceded it with the Divine Standard of
Mercy, allying it with the Divine Standard of Justice, and that is the
reason it is written:“on the day the Lord God made earth and
heaven.”

2016-01-02, 11:29

AR SW 12 0H 2137 1RW RIpNI IWRD
,07PM Mabnn wraa (R 12 0W) 112

(7 1 ©127) ,nabnn WD () wRNa)
N2 DWRID NIR 0K IRD R ,TIXT WK
1 AT .82 PWRIA R, O-R
152 ,ywina 'naaT nonn (2 R ywin)

58 ' nRM L Ywina a"apn Sw vnaT nbnn
79NN PRY K3 A KRN ORI L YwIn
T5 wn ,1HR 812 50 WK WY ,IR0A)
12N 0OYHRMm DNWH 0MEPRY MIRIPN
,)303 15T 30 89 '3 (3 arR) N0 ,nnR
R (7 1 PYRY) 101,000 N WA KD
121 ,IRY N WA R ,pwnT DN NR

DR W' KDY ,0Mpa3 Wi ok (201 011Y)
Tan (Y0 YY?) 131,073 OIR W
127 PWRIN TN WA RO, NINR IWRIND
o'Rn AW ,TRRY HY RN 12 OR L9aT nR
18 5 namn o nv-8 MM 202 AW LI
IR OAN 1™ RIPAD 93 KD PIY 000
TP .PIRD DN mTRpw nnb 8AL,ADN
T9 R T2 Y ,I8N21 0 WRAD DRWAY
:0192 OMMIRAM DATPINMA 770 RIPAI

nonNaY ,'n 872 0K 8D :0'aY-R K3
PRY AR ,PTA DT I0R135 nawnna nhy
7aNWY 0NN 1T 0T ,DYPNR DWW
mwy ora (72 1509) 20027 w00 LT nTnd
DAY PIR 0N9-R 1

2. Now the earth was astonishingly empty, and darkness DinnN M85V JWM INARAH 0PIk 2

was on the face of the deep, and the spirit of God was ‘007 1975 NAMIN DTHNTM
hovering over the face of the water.
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astonishingly empty: Heb. 1021 1nn. The word 1nn is an
expression of astonishment and desolation, that a person wonders
and is astonished at the emptiness therein.

astonishingly empty: Astordison in Old French; [étourdissement
in modern French], astonishment. 102 an expression of emptiness
and desolation. (This does not appear in all editions.)

1n2: an expression of emptiness and desolation. (This does not
appear in all editions.)

on the face of the deep: on the face of the waters which were on
the earth.

and the spirit of God was hovering: The Throne of Glory was
suspended in the air and hovered over the face of the water with
the breath of the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He and with
His word, like a dove, which hovers over the nest, acoveter in Old
French, to cover, hover over.
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3. And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. IR IR OOR DN 3

4. And God saw the light that it was good, and God
separated between the light and between the darkness.
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And God saw the light that it was good, and God separated:
Here too, we need the words of the Aggadah: He saw it that it was
not proper for the wicked to use it; so He separated it for the
righteous in the future. According to its simple meaning, explain it
as follows: He saw it that it was good, and it was unseemly that it
[light] and darkness should serve in confusion; so He established
for this one its boundary by day, and for that one its boundary by
night.

5. And God called the light day, and the darkness He called

night, and it was evening and it was morning, one day.
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one day: According to the sequence of the language of the
chapter, it should have been written, “the first day,” as it is written
regarding the other days, “second, third, fourth.” Why did Scripture
write“one” ? Because the Holy One, blessed be He, was the only
one in His world, for the angels were not created until the second
day. [i.e., Tnx Dni' is understood as ‘the day of the only One’] So is it
explained in Genesis Rabbah (3:8).

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/torahreading.asp?aid=7781&p=1&showrashi=true Page 3 of 14



Bereishit Torah Reading - Parshah with Rashi 2016-01-02, 11:29

6. And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of M O TINIWRT T OFOR NI 1

the water, and let it be a separation between water and :0Mb o' Pa HIan

water."

Let there be an expanse: Let the expanse be strengthened, for,
although the heavens were created on the first day, they were still
moist, and they solidified on the second [day] from the rebuke of
the Holy One, blessed be He, when He said, “Let there be an
expanse.” This is what Scripture says (Job 26:11): “The pillars of
the heavens trembled” the entire first day, and on the second day:
“They were astonished by His rebuke,” like a person who stands in
astonishment because of the rebuke of the one who frightens him.
[Genesis Rabbah 12:10]

in the midst of the water: In the middle of the water (Targum), for
there is a separation between the upper waters and the expanse,
as there is between the expanse and the waters that are on the
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earth. Behold you have learned that they are suspended by the

. :150
word of the King. — [Gen. Rabbah 4:3]

7. And God made the expanse and it separated between UKD 13 YT R DO W 1
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And God made the expanse: He fixed it upon its base, which is
[what is meant by] “making” it; as [in the verse] (Deut. 21:12):“and
she shall ‘do’ her nails,” nniwyl.
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above the expanse: It does not say, “on the expanse,” but “above
the expanse,” because they [the waters] are suspended in the air
(Mid. Ps. 19:4). Now why does it not say, “that it was good” on the
second day? Because the work involving the water was not
completed until the third day, although He commenced it on the
second day, and an unfinished thing is not in its fullness and its
goodness; and on the third day, when He completed the work
involving the water and He commenced and completed another
work, He repeated therein“that it was good” twice (sic): once for the
completion of the work of the second day and once for the
completion of the work of that [third] day. — [Gen. Rabbah 4:6]

8. And God called the expanse Heaven, and it was 7N DNVRIR OEOR RPN N

evening, and it was morning, a second day. W 0f paTn

And God called the expanse heaven: Heb. nmyi [This is a DW ,0'0 RY AW P'PIY 0'AY-R RPN
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combination of the words xw nm, bear water (Gen. Rabbah 4:7);
om nv, there is water; nm1 w, fire and water. He mingled them
with one another and made the heavens from them (Chag. 12a).

9. And God said, "Let the water that is beneath the
heavens gather into one place, and let the dry land appear,"
and it was so.

Let the water...gather: They were spread out over the surface of
the entire earth, and He gathered them in the ocean, [the
Mediterranean], which is the largest of all the seas. — [from Pirkei
d’Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 5; Gen. Rabbah 5:2]

10. And God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of
the waters He called seas, and God saw that it was good.

He called seas: But is it not one sea? However, the flavor of a fish
that comes up from the sea in Acre differs from the flavor of a fish
that comes up from the sea in Spain. — [from Ekev 39]

11. And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, seed
yielding herbs and fruit trees producing fruit according to its
kind in which its seed is found, on the earth," and it was so.

Let the earth sprout vegetation, seed yielding herbs: xyT does
not have the same meaning as 2wy, and 2wy does not have the
same meaning as X¥T. And it would have been inappropriate for
the Scriptural text to use the expression, yaxn 2'wyn (let the earth
bring forth herbs), for there are various species of x¢1, each one by
itself which is called a particular awy. And it would not be the
correct term for the speaker to say, “such-and-such a xy1,”
because the term xyT applies to the earth’s covering, when it is
filled with vegetation.

Let the earth sprout: Let it be filled and covered with a mantle of
herbs. In Old French, xyT is called erbediz, herbage, all in a
mixture, whereas each root individually is called ayy.

seed-yielding: That its seeds should grow in it from which to sow
elsewhere.
fruit trees: That the taste of the tree should be like the taste of the
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fruit. It [the earth] did not do so, however, but‘the earth gave forth,
etc., trees producing fruit,” but the trees themselves were not fruit.
Therefore, when man was cursed because of his iniquity, it [the
earth] too was punished for its iniquity (and was cursed-not in all
editions). - [from Gen. Rabbah 5:9]

in which its seed is found: These are the kernels of every fruit,
from which the tree grows when it is planted.

12. And the earth gave forth vegetation, seed yielding
herbs according to its kind, and trees producing fruit, in
which its seed is found, according to its kind, and God saw
that it was good.

And the earth gave forth, etc.: Even though 1n3'n'%.“according to
its kind,” was not said regarding the herbs when they were
commanded [to grow], they heard that the trees were commanded
thus, and they applied an a fortiori argument to themselves, [a 77
anin) -from the minor to the major], as is explained in the Aggadah
of Tractate Chullin (60a).

13. And it was evening, and it was morning, a third day.

14. And God said, "Let there be luminaries in the expanse
of the heavens, to separate between the day and between
the night, and they shall be for signs and for appointed
seasons and for days and years.

Let there be luminaries, etc.: They were created on the first day,
and on the fourth day, He commanded them to be suspended in the
sky, and likewise, all the creations of heaven and earth were
created on the first day, and each one was fixed in its proper place
on the day that was decreed upon it. That is why it is written:“with
the heavens (nmwin n) to include their products,”and with the
earth (yaxn nui)," to include its products. — [Gen. Rabbah 1:14]
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Let there be luminaries: Heb., naxn o' It [the word, nxn is written without a“vany” R, the woval tanten -narn *n°

NIXN meaning curses] because it [the fourth day] is a cursed day
when children become ill with croup. This is what we learned
(Ta’anith 27b): “on the fourth day [of the week], they [the men of the
ma’amad] would fast so that children should not become ill with
croup.”

to separate between the day and between the night: (This
happened) after the first light was hidden away, but during the
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seven (another reading: during the three) days of Creation, the
primordial light and darkness served together, both by day and by
night. — [Medrah Yelammedenu , as quoted in Yalkut Shim’oni]
According to the Ramban and early editions of Rashi , it appears
that the reading, “during the seven days of Creation,” is the
authentic reading. Ramban , however quotes the Genesis Rabbah ,
which states that the original primordial light served only during the
first three days, until the sun and the moon were suspended in the
sky. After that, the primordial light was hidden away, as in Rashi to
verse 4. Note also that several early manuscripts and printed
editions of Rashi read: “but in the seven days of Creation, the
primordial light and darkness served, this one by day and this one
by night.” This is also the reading of Mizrachi , and it appears more
accurate than our reading, because, in fact, the light and the
darkness did not serve together, as Rashi explains in verse 4.]

and they shall be for signs: When the luminaries are eclipsed, it
is an unfavorable omen for the world, as it is said (Jer. 10:2): “and
from the signs of the heaven be not dismayed, etc.” When you
perform the will of the Holy One, blessed be He, you need not fear
retribution. — [from Succah 29a]

and for appointed seasons: This refers to the future, when the
Israelites are destined to be commanded concerning the festivals
and they [the festivals] are reckoned from the first phase of the
moon. — [from Gen. Rabbah 6:1].

and for days: The sun serves for half a day, and the moon for half
of it, so that you have a full day.

and years: At the end of 365 days (other editions: and a 1/4 of a
day) they complete their revolution through the twelve
constellations of the zodiac, which serve them, and that constitutes
a year. (Other editions read: and that is 365 and 1/4 days), and they
return and start a second time to revolve on the sphere like their
first revolution.

15. And they shall be for luminaries in the expanse of the
heavens to shed light upon the earth." And it was so.

And they shall be for luminaries: In addition, they will serve in
this function, viz. to shed light upon the world.

16. And God made the two great luminaries: the great
luminary to rule the day and the lesser luminary to rule the
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night, and the stars.

the two great luminaries: They were created equal, but the moon
was made smaller because it brought charges and said, “Itis
impossible for two kings to use the same crown.” - [from Chullin
60b] Rashi (ad loc.) explains that this derash is based on the
discrepancy of the two expressions, “the two great luminaries,”
which intimates that the moon was a great luminary, and“the lesser
luminary,” which intimates that the moon was smaller than the sun.
To reconcile this difference, the Rabbis asserted that the moon was
originally created equal to the sun, but, because of its complaint
that the sun wielded the same power that it wielded, it was forced to
relinquish that power.

and the stars: Because He diminished the moon, He increased its
hosts, to appease it. - [from Gen. Rabbah 46:4 and Chullin 60b] i.e.,
The stars serve as the entourage of the moon. When it comes out,
they accompany it, and when it sets, they too set. [Gen. Rabbah ad
loc.]

17. And God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to

shed light upon the earth.

18. And to rule over the day and over the night, and to

separate between the light and between the darkness, and

God saw that it was good.

19. And it was evening, and it was morning, a fourth day.

20. And God said, "Let the waters swarm a swarming of

living creatures, and let fowl fly over the earth, across the

expanse of the heavens."

living creatures: That there should be life in them.

a swarming: Heb. yyu. Every living thing that is not much higher
than the earth is y1¥; among the winged creatures, such as flies;
among the insects, such as ants, beetles, and worms; and among
the [larger] creatures, such as the weasel, the mouse, the lizard,
and their like, and so [among] the fishes. [Note that in most early

editions and mss., the reading is n'aTn 721, and all the fishes (and not |31

0'271).]
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21. And God created the great sea monsters, and every
living creature that crawls, with which the waters swarmed,
according to their kind, and every winged fowl, according to
its kind, and God saw that it was good.

the...sea monsters: The great fish in the sea, and in the words of
the Aggadah (B.B. 74b), this refers to the Leviathan and its mate,
for He created them male and female, and He slew the female and
salted her away for the righteous in the future, for if they would
propagate, the world could not exist because of them. n1ann is
written. [l.e., the final “yud,” which denotes the plural, is missing,
hence the implication that the Leviathan did not remain two, but that
its number was reduced to one.]- [from Gen. Rabbah 7:4, Midrash
Chaseroth V’Yetheroth, Batei Midrashoth, vol 2, p. 225].

living creature: a creature in which there is life.

22. And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the waters of the seas, and let the fowl multiply upon
the earth."

And...blessed them: Because [people] decimate them and hunt
them and eat them, they required a blessing; and the beasts also
required a blessing, but because the serpent was destined to be
cursed, He did not bless them, lest he [the serpent] be included. —
[from Gen. Rabbah 11:3, Midrash Tadshe 1]

Be fruitful: [The word 119 is derived from "9, fruit, meaning
produce fruits.

and multiply: If He had said only, “Be fruitful,” one would beget one
and no more.“And multiply” was therefore said so that one could
beget many.

23. And it was evening, and it was morning, a fifth day.

24. And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures

according to their kind, cattle and creeping things and the

beasts of the earth according to their kind," and it was so.
Let the earth bring forth: That is what | explained [verse 14] that

everything was created on the first [day], and they required only to
be brought forth. — [from Tanchuma Buber, Bereishith 1]

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/torahreading.asp?aid=7781&p=1&showrashi=true
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living creatures: which have life. (See above, verse 20.)

and creeping things: These are the creeping things, which are low
and crawl upon the earth and appear as if they are dragging along,
because their movement is not discernible. Every expression of
vnn or y [is translated] in our language [Old French] as
conmovres , crawling creatures.

25. And God made the beasts of the earth according to
their kind and the cattle according to their kind, and all the
creeping things of the ground according to their kind, and

God saw that it was good.

And... made: He fixed them in their complete form, and in their full
stature. — [from Rosh Hashanah 11a, Chullin 60a]

26. And God said, "Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness, and they shall rule over the fish of the sea and
over the fowl of the heaven and over the animals and over
all the earth and over all the creeping things that creep upon
the earth."

Let us make man: From here we learn the humility of the Holy
One, blessed be He. Since man was created in the likeness of the
angels, and they would envy him, He consulted them. And when He
judges kings, He consults with His Heavenly household, for so we
find regarding Ahab, that Micah said to him, (| Kings 22:19): “I saw
the Lord seated on His throne, and all the host of heaven were
standing by Him, on His right and on His left.” Now do “left” or
“right” apply to Him ?! But rather, [the passage means that] these
[angels] were standing on the right to defend, and these [angels]
were standing on the left to prosecute. Likewise, (Dan. 4:14): “By
the decree of the destructive angels is the matter, and by the word
of the holy ones is the edict.” Here too, He took counsel with His
heavenly household. He said to them, “Among the heavenly beings,
there are some in My likeness. If there are none in My likeness
among the earthly beings, there will be envy among the creatures
of the Creation. ” - [from Tanchuma, Shemoth 18; Gen. Rabbah
8:11, 14:13]

Let us make man: Even though they [the angels] did not assist

Him in His creation, and there is an opportunity for the heretics to
rebel (to misconstrue the plural as a basis for their heresies),

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/torahreading.asp?aid=7781&p=1&showrashi=true
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Scripture did not hesitate to teach proper conduct and the trait of
humility, that a great person should consult with and receive
permission from a smaller one. Had it been written: “| shall make
man,” we would not have learned that He was speaking with His
tribunal, but to Himself. And the refutation to the heretics is written
alongside it [i. e., in the following verse:]“And God created (x121) ,”
and it does not say,“and they created 1x12'1.” - [from Gen. Rabbah
8:9]

in our image: in our form.

after our likeness: to understand and to discern.

and they shall rule over the fish: Heb. 17| This expression
contains both the meaning of ruling and the meaning of
subservience. If he merits, he rules over the beasts and over the
cattle. If he does not merit, he becomes subservient to them, and
the beast rules over him. — [from Gen. Rabbah 8:12]
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28.

And God created man in His image: In the form that was made
for him, for everything [else] was created with a command, whereas
he [man] was created with the hands (of God), as it is written (Ps.
139:5): “and You placed Your hand upon me.” Man was made with
a die, like a coin, which is made by means of a die, which is called
coin in Old French. And so Scripture states (Job 38:14): “The die
changes like clay.” - [from Letters of Rabbi Akiva , second version;
Mid. Ps. 139:5; Sanh. 38a]

in the image of God He created him: It explains to you that the
image that was prepared for him was the image of the likeness of
his Creator. — [from B.B. 58a]

male and female He created them: Yet further (2:21) Scripture
states: “And He took one of his ribs, etc.” The Midrash Aggadah
(Gen. Rabbah 8:1, Ber. 61a, Eruvin 18a) explains that He originally
created him with two faces, and afterwards, He divided him. The
simple meaning of the verse is that here Scripture informs you that
they were both created on the sixth [day], but it does not explain to
you how they were created, and it explains [that] to you elsewhere.
— [from Baraitha of the Thirty Two Methods , Method 13]

And God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be
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over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the sky and
over all the beasts that tread upon the earth. "

and subdue it: The“vav” [in ny1)1 is missing, [allowing the word to
be read nwaJ|, the masculine singular imperative] to teach you that
the male subdues the female that she should not be a gadabout
(Gen. Rabbah 8:12), and it is also meant to teach you that the man,
whose way it is to subdue, is commanded to propagate, but not the
woman (Yev. Yev. 65b).

29. And God said, "Behold, | have given you every seed
bearing herb, which is upon the surface of the entire earth,
and every tree that has seed bearing fruit; it will be yours for
food.

30. And to all the beasts of the earth and to all the fowl of
the heavens, and to everything that moves upon the earth,
in which there is a living spirit, every green herb to eat," and

it was so.

it will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth: He
equated cattle and the beasts to them [to man] regarding the food
[that they were permitted to eat]. He did not permit Adam and his
wife to kill a creature and to eat its flesh; only every green herb they
were all permitted to eat equally. When the sons of Noah came, He
permitted them to eat flesh, as it is said (below 9:3): “Every
creeping thing that is alive, etc.” Like the green herbs, which |
permitted to the first man, | have given you everything. — [from
Sanh. 59b]

31. And God saw all that He had made, and behold it was
very good, and it was evening and it was morning, the sixth
day.

the sixth day: Scripture added a “hey” on the sixth [day], at the
completion of the Creation, to tell us that He stipulated with them,
[“you were created] on the condition that Israel accept the Five
Books of the Torah.” [The numerical value of the “hey” is five.]
(Tanchuma Bereishith 1). Another explanation for “the sixth day” :
They [the works of creation] were all suspended until the “sixth
day,” referring to the sixth day of Sivan, which was prepared for the
giving of the Torah (Shab. 88a). [The*hey” is the definite article,

http://www.chabad.org/parshah/torahreading.asp?aid=7781&p=1&showrashi=true
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alluding to the well-known sixth day, the sixth day of Sivan, when
the Torah was given (ad loc.).]

Genesis Chapter 2

1.

Now the heavens and the earth were completed and all

their host.

2. And God completed on the seventh day His work that He

did, and He abstained on the seventh day from all His work
that He did.

And God completed on the seventh day: Rabbi Shimon said: [A
human being of] flesh and blood, who cannot [exactly] know his
times and his moments, must add from the profane to the holy [i.e.,
he must add some time to the Sabbath.] The Holy One, blessed be
He, Who knows His times and His moments [exactly], entered it
[the Sabbath] within a hairbreadth, and it therefore appeared as if
He completed it [His work] on that day. Another explanation: What
was the world lacking? Rest. The Sabbath came, and so came rest.
The work was completed and finished. — [from Gen. Rabbah 10:9]

3. And God blessed the seventh day and He hallowed it,

for thereon He abstained from all His work that God created

to do.

And...blessed...and hallowed: He blessed it with manna, for on
all the days of the week, it descended for them [in the amount of]
an omer per person, whereas on the sixth day,[each one received]
a double portion. And He hallowed it with manna, that it did not
descend at all on the Sabbath. This verse is written with reference
to the future. — [from Gen. Rabbah 11:2]

that God created to do: The work that was fit to be done on the
Sabbath, He doubled up and did it on the sixth [day], as is
explained in Genesis Rabbah (11:9).
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