Dear Students:

Today you are going to generate ideas for the requirements of a computer-based system that is described in a document of a client who wants to improve the SIR JOHN A MACDONALD HIGH SCHOOL website http://sja.ednet.ns.ca/index.html. 

You are going to use the Brainstorming as a creativity fostering technique to generate your ideas.

Brainstorming technique requires working in a group to generate ideas, and there are four simple rules of participant behaviour during the idea generation: 

a) Don’t judge, be open to all ideas, and consider them carefully and respectfully in an unprejudiced manner; 

b) Encourage the unusual with no limits placed on your imaginations; 

c) The more ideas you generate, the better; 

d) Improve on the ideas of others; no one is the exclusive owner of any idea.

Try to produce as many as possible, don’t evaluate any idea and don’t inhibit anyone from participating. 

You have only two hours carry out the procedure, but you may end your session earlier if all of you agree that no more ideas are forthcoming.

THE IDEAS

1) make more compatible across browsers

2) Add caption to photos

3) Club information? - none found (add some)

4) All the links have different themes; kind of annoying (displeasing)

5) When clicking on Spa Night; contents should “grow” inside the page

6) Staff → E-mail links to e-mail access

· How to e-mail a teacher? Should be more informative

7) Remove duplicate links to e-mail services (redundancy)

8) Guidance Office – Dead/fake links on images? Remove them?

9) Site map is in the middle of the page – should be on the bottom.

10) Pictures aren't click able – can't see a larger version

11) Use hand-generated or optimized CSS

12) Consider using photo management software or services e.g. flickr

13) Organize pictures under categories

14) Establish an identity online

· Add crest, logo, mascot, etceteras

15) Add maps of buildings, floor plans, etc.

· Password protect per user

16) Add google maps with directions

17) Background more creative

18) Make teacher pages more accessible

19) Important Dates Calendar should be available in online calendar formats (e.g. iCal) in addition to printable PDF

20) Consider using a variable-width layout

· Users are beginning to transition to wide-screen monitors

21) Menu is pure JavaScript – consider using a HTML + CSS based equivalent which will work in e.g. text-based browsers

22) Links should be relative, not absolute

23) Make library website load faster

24) Library → Research links could be organized into categories

25) Add language and skin changers to the ENTIRE site, not just the library system (should effect whole site)

26) Easy to get lost in website

· Add home on every single page

27) Hard to find information on site

· Who is the school principal? Vice principal? How do I contact them?

28) Virtual Guidance Office is cluttered – clean up

29) No consistency between what opens a new window and what doesn't

30) Coach and student names on teams in team photos?

31) Why are hit counters for each individual page? Should be site-wide

32) What is the Youth Health Centre Website?

· Freezes web browser

33) Change header image on site to show school title in photo

34) Fix grammar errors on website

35) Principal shouldn't be listed with the remaining staff in the staff list – not obvious

36) Staff list – remove letters from the top that aren't used

37) Consider using a Content Management System to make consistent between pages

38) Display image credits/sources so as to avoid plagiarism

39) Navigation links on page should not pop-up when you mouse over the empty space to the immediate right of the text in the items – should only show up when mouse over text in the menu

40) Put menu at the top of the pages (horizontally)

41) Organize pages, links, tree structure

42) live chat with other students and/or staff

43) online live classrooms

44) remote desktop access

45) ability to host student websites on server

46) ability to access files from school computers (e.g. assignments) from home – download

47) ability to submit assignments online


