Hello,


My name is Ali Niknafs and I am a PhD student working under the supervision of Dr. Daniel Berry <e-mail: dberry@uwaterloo.ca> in the School of Computer Science at the University of Waterloo.

I am currently working on a study to investigate the effectiveness of brainstorming. The study takes place during one session of 1 hour and 30 minutes.
During the first hour, you will be asked to sign a consent form, to write a short creativity test, and then hear a description of a computer-based system (CBS).

The goal of the creativity test is to help the investigator to explain and analyze the outcomes of the brainstorming session. The goal of hearing the description of a CBS is to acquaint you with the system you will be brainstorming about.

In the last 30 minutes, you will be put in a team that will participate in a brainstorming session to generate requirements for the CBS. 

You will not need any special experience in software engineering to be able to participate.

This study will take approximately *90 minutes* of your time, and in appreciation of your time commitment, you will receive an honorarium of $30.

We are looking for people who speak right-to-left languages (e.g., Arabic, Hebrew, Persian, and Urdu), but we want others as well. We need to have a mix of people who speak right-to-left languages and those who do not.  Therefore, please accept our apologies if after indicating that you want to participate but before even signing the consent form, you are not asked to participate in the study.

If you are interested in participating, please fill out the registration. I will then send an e-mail confirming that you have been signed up and provide you with further information concerning the location of the study. You are free to withdraw from the study at any time by sending me e-mail.

This study has been reviewed and received ethics clearance through the Office of Research Ethics at the University of Waterloo.
Sincerely,
Ali Niknafs
David R. Cheriton School of Computer Science
University of Waterloo
519 888 4567, x32988
